might, Germany is an important link in the whole system of
world economy. Nor can one, on the other hand, forget
that more than once this industrial might has served as the
base for the arming of aggressive Germany.
Such are the premises from which we must draw our
conclusions.
I proceed from the consideration that, in the interests
of world economy and tranquility in Europe, it would be
incorrect to adopt the line of annihilating Germany as a
state, or of agrarianizing her, with the destruction of her
main industrial centres.
Such a line would undermine the economy of Europe,
dislocate world economy and lead to a chronic political
crisis in Germany, which would spell a threat to peace and
tranquility.
I think that, even if we were to adopt such a line, histor-
ical development would impel us subsequently to renounce it
as abortive and groundless.
I think, therefore, that our' purpose is not to destroy
Germany, but to transform her into a democratic and peace-
loving 'state which, alongside of agriculture, would have its
own industry and foreign trade, but which would be deprived
of the economic and military potentiality to rise again
as an aggressive force.
While still engaged in the war the Allies declared that
they had no intention of destroying the German nation.
Even at the time when Hitler with overweening presump-
tion openly proclaimed that he wanted to destroy Russia,
the head of the Soviet Government, J. V. Stalin, ridiculing
this boastful stupidity, said: "It is impossible to destroy
Germany, just as it is impossible to destroy Russia. But we
can and must destroy the Hitler state."
Germany has long held an important position in the
world economic system. Remaining a united state, Germany